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Envision Midway

Summary of Public Workshop #2
Held October 15, 2008

OVERVIEW
A series of Open Houses and Workshops were planned through 2008 to hear what property owners, businesses, and residents in Midway think about Midway.  This second Workshop was intended to consider and refine a proposed land use Scenario 1.0, an alternative that reflected the thoughts and ideas generated from meetings with Stakeholders, the community and a Developers Forum.  Additionally, possible Light Rail Station locations and alignments were presented and discussed with the intent to identify a preference.  The alternatives were presented by Kent and Des Moines staff.   Thirteen participants were organized into one roundtable discussion group to explore what development might look like (i.e., land uses, heights, pedestrian vs. auto oriented), to consider safety improvements, and identify possible transit alignments.  The following is a brief summary of what was heard:
SCENARIO 1.0
1) Land Uses
· Live-workspace; good for small businesses; and
· Place Senior Housing in High-Rises.
2) Heights

· Some Agreement to allow 5, 7 and 14-story buildings.
3) Safety Improvements

· Needs to be an active area;
· Lighting is important;
· Want small shops, coffee shops, and restaurants;
· Need a police presence;

· Manage outdoor areas and parks;
· Address crime issues now;
· Cited ‘Bell Town’ as a success where businesses are now open late and there are art galleries;
· Need to make crime prevention a priority;
· Need Block Watch crime prevention program 
(e.g. organized businesses can have more influence); and
· Kent and Des Moines police need to be more involved – this is key for investment & redevelopment to happen.
4) Light Rail Alignment 
· Concerned about residential units adjacent to SR-99 alignment 
(Condos off S 146th) – noise impacts to land use;
· Advantage of I-5 alignment – Minimal stops and conflicts with autos;
· Trolleys could get people from park and rides to the college and light rail station;
· Would 30th still be developed and pedestrian oriented if Light Rail traveled down 99?    Staff answer – Yes;
· There should be pedestrian/bike access from east of I-5 to Midway Light Rail Station;
· Preferred alignment along SR-99 or 30th  and using the green space along I-5 for bikes and pedestrians paths;
· Liked 30th for pedestrian and bike opportunities – Need to continue south to and through wetland; and
· Complete sidewalks to SR-99 would make area more walkable and inviting.
5) Voting for Preferred Light Rail Alignment
· Preliminary Vote:

· Light Rail on 30th? 

· 6 in support
· At grade alignment creates more urban feel

· Light Rail on West Side SR-99 ? 
· 5 in support
· Question about Right-of-Way (ROW) requirements on west side
· Light Rail on I-5? 
· 1 in support
· If stop is placed on I-5 need feeder trolley

· Official Vote:

· First Choice Light Rail Location

· 3 for SR-99  
· 6 for 30th      
· 1 for I-5       

· Second Choice Light Rail Location
· 1 for SR-99 

· 3 for 30th      
· 2 for I-5       
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